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Aculias species (Plate 1)
Kingdom:Animalia
Phylum:Arthropoda
Subphylum:Chelicerata
Class:Arachnida

Order: Araneae

Infraorder: Araneomorphae
Family:Araneidae
Genus:Acusilas

Species:A. coccineus

Acusilas coccineus is a species of spider in the family Araneidae, found from India and China
to Indonesia (the Moluccas). In India particularly, it has been known by the synonym
Phonognatha vicitra Sherriffs, 1928, but this is based on a misidentification. In India, it is
found in woodlands and among shrubs. It is a small orb-weaver. The spider is distinguished
by having a curled leaf at the center of its web, in which it shelters. The curled leaf also

shelters eggs

The body length varies from Smm up to 10mm. Their bodies are fat and oval shaped with
long tapered legs. Acusilas coccineus is found from India and China to Indonesia (the
Moluccas). Only a few observations in India are known to exist since W.R. Sherriffs in 1928.

The spider is commonly found in open woodland and forest habitats.
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Abutilon indicum (Plate 3)

Kingdom:Plamae
Clade: Tracheophytes
Clade: Angiosperms
Clade: Eudicots
Clade: Rosids

Order: Malvales
Family:Malvaceae
Genus: Abutilon

Species:A. indicum

Abutilon indicum (Indian abutilon, Indian mallow) is a small shrub in the family Malvaceae
native to tropic and subtropical regions and sometimes cultivated as an ornamental. It is
found in Tamil Nadu. This plant is often used as a medicinal plant and is considered invasive
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Adenanthera pavonina (Plate 4)

Kingdom:Plantae
Clade: Angiosperms
Clade: Eudicots
Clade: Rosids

Order: Fabales
Family:Fabaceae
Genus: Adenanthera
Species:A. pavonina

Adenanthera pavonina is a perennial and non-climbing species of leguminous tree. Its uses

include food and drink, traditional medicine, and timber.

e is useful for nitrogen fixation, and it is often cultivated for forage, as an ornamental !
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Ampelocissus latifolia (Plate 1)
Kingdom: Plantac

Clade: Tracheophytes
Clade: Angiosperms
Clade: Fudicots
Clade: Rosids

Onder: Vitales
Family: Vitaceae
Genus: Ampelocissus
Species: 4. latifolia

Scandent shrub: branches striate, nearly glabrous, hollow. Leaves simple, often S-gonal,
sometimes 3-5 lobed, usually deeply cordate at base, serrate at margin, acute to acuminate at
apex. 10-25 x 10-24 cm, glabrous: nerves prominent beneath; petioles 5-15 cm long, deeply
grooved in upper half. Inflorescences pyramidal-thyrsoid; primary branch 1.5-5 ¢m long:
thyrses 3-7 cm long; peduncles 5-10 cm long; tendrils branched, 10-15 cm long. Flowers
reddish brown; pedicels ca | mm long, puberulous. Calyx saucer-like, entire and glabrous.
Pewals oblong, ca 1.5 x 0.8 mm, glabrous. Disc enclosing about half of ovary, S-grooved.
Berries globose,7-9 mm, black when ripe, 2-4 seeded. Seeds elliptic-oblong in outline, 6-7 x
4-5 mm. with a longitudinal, broad ridge and a groove on either side on adaxial surface and
an oblong-elliptic chalazal knot and prominent fissures radiating towards margin on abaxial
surface.
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Calotropis gigantean (Plate 5)

Kingdom: Plantae

Division: Magnoliophyta

Class: Eudicots

Order: Gentianales

Family: Apocynaceae

Genus: Calotropis

Species: C. gigantae

Shrubs, stem rounded. Leaves 10-16 x 8-10 cm, smaller in branchlets; elliptic-

ovate to obovate, apex acute or obtuse, base cordate; lateral nerves 5-7 pairs, adpressed
pubescent when young, becoming glabrous on maturity. Flowers pale purple or greenish-

white, 3 cm across; pedicels to 3 cm long, stout; calyx lobes to 3 mm long; corolla

campanulate, tube short, lobes ovate to oblong, recurved; staminal corona of 5 vertical lobes,

I cm long. Fruit saccate, to 6 x 3 cm, ovoid; seeds many.
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PLATE 1

Trilophidia annulata

Acrida exultata

Epeus spcies Oxyopes swetha

Acusilas species Hamadrus species Hersilia species



PLATE 2

Menemerus bivitattus

Asemonia tenuipes

Telecatha species Anoplolepis gracilipus

M

Camponotus compressus Camponotus irritans

Camponotus serices Carebara affinis



Abrus precatorius

Streeton smux-vomica

Aegle marmelos

Abutilon indicum

Celosia argentea

Aerva lanata

PLATE 3



Ampelocissus latifolia

Arrstolochia indica

PLATE 4



Cleome viscose Commelina diffusa

Barleria courtallica Bulbopyllum rosemarianum

Cissus latifolia Caliotropis gigantea

PLATE §
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